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MouseKeys /'macskizz/ noun U(7]a
Microsoft Windows operating system
feature that changes the function of
the numeric keypad keys on a
computer keyboard so that they can be
used to control the screen cursor

MP3 /,em pi: ‘Oriz/ noun U [9,23]
abbreviation for MPEG Audio Layer 3. A
Motion Picture Experts Group standard
for audio compression.

MPEG /‘empeg/ noun U [9,23] a standard
video compression scheme. The term
is an acronym for Motion Picture
Experts Group a committee that
develops standards for audio and
video file formats and compression.

MS-DOS /.em es ‘dps/ noun U [25]
abbreviation for Microsoft disk
operating system. The command line
operating system that was used in the
first PCs.

multimedia / malti'mi:dia/ noun U
[1,2,13,15,21] the combination of text
graphics animation sound and video

multimodal input / malti maodal
‘mpot/ noun U [7] the process of
operating a user interface using a
combination of types of input, e.g.
keyboard and speech recognition

MVS /.em vi: ‘es/ noun U[6,22]
abbreviation for multiple virtual
storage. It is the name given to a
family of operating systems used on
1BM mainframe computers.

mW /'miliwot/ noun C [23] abbreviation
for milliwatt. A unit of power equal to
one thousandth of a watt.

My Briefcase /mai "bri:fkeis/ noun U (7]
a Microsoft Windows feature that
simplifies the process of copying and
synchronising files between a desktop
and a portable computer

NAS /'nzes/ noun C [19 ] acronym for
network attached storage. A device
that can be plugged into a network to
provide a storage service

natural-language programming / natfrol
Jengwids ‘praograemm/ noun U [21]
the process of writing programs using
a computer language that is very
similar to natural human language

Net (the) /net/ noun U [12,15,24] the
common name for the Internet

Netscape Communicator / netskeip
ka'mjuznikerta(r)/ noun U[11,15]a
widely used web browser package

NetWare /'netwea(r)/ noun U [6,22]a
widely-used LAN operating system
produced by Novell Incorporated

network -/'netws:k/ verb 7,21]to
connect a number of computers and
peripheral devices together

network /'netws:k/ noun C[1,2,3,4,5,6,7,
8,11,12,15,16,17,18,19,20,22,23,24] a
combination of a number of computers
and peripheral devices connected
together

network computer /‘netwatk
kom,pju:ta(r)/ noun C[11] a computer
designed using the industry
specification from Oracle and Sun
Microsystems for a low-cost basic
personal computer that can have an
Intel processor or another type of
processor and can use a Java-based
operating system. It is designed for
use on a multi-user network system
and is managed centrally. It has no
floppy disk drive, CD-ROM drive or
hardware expansion slots, i.e. it is a
type of thin client.

network guru /'netwa:k goruz/ noun C
[22] a person who is an expert in
networking and gives talks and advice
on the future development of
networking

network layer /'netwszk lera(r)/ noun C
[11] the part of a network
communications system that forms the
data into packets and selects a route
for the message

network operating system / netwatk
‘ppareit sistam/ noun € [11] an
operating system that is used to
administer and control a network
allowing computers to share hardware
and software while providing file
security and backup facilities

neural net(work) /'njoaral net(ws:k)/
noun C[3,23] an artificial intelligence
system that is capable of developing
rules from given input so that it learns.
how to deal with more complex input

newsgroup /'nju:zgruzp/ noun C
[12,14,22] an Internet discussion group
that uses a restricted area on a server
computer to display messages about a
common interest

node /navd/ noun C[11,12] a network
terminal or point where a computer is
connected to a network

notebook (computer) /'navtbok/ noun C
[23) a portable computer that is about
the same size as a piece of writing
paper

Novell /nav'vel/ noun U [22] the common
name for Novell Incorporated. The
American company that designs and
produces the Netware network
operating system.

numeric keyboard /nju: merik 'kizbo:d/
noun C [7] the section of a computer
keyboard that includes keys for
entering numerical digits (0-9) and
mathematical operators (+-,/)

object /'pbdsekt/ noun C[21] an object-
oriented programming module that has
its own properties created by bundling
data and program instructions together

object-oriented programming / pbdsekt
rrientid "praogremin/ noun U [21]a
type of programming where programs
are made from combinations of
predefined modules that can be used
over and over again

OCR /20 si 'ax(r)/ noun U [3]
abbreviation for optical character
recognition

(Microsoft) Office /'nfis/ noun U([8,22]a
widely-used application package
developed by the Microsoft
Corporation that includes programs
used in a typical office, e.g. a
wordprocessor and spreadsheet

office application / suite /'vfis
@plikeifn, swizt/ noun C[5,8]a
computer program or set of programs
that are used in a typical office, e.g. a
wordprocessor, spreadsheet and
database

offline /of'lain/ adj [12] disconnected
from a computer system or the Internet

online /opn'lain/ adj [12,13,14,16,22,
23,24 connected to a computer
system or the Internet

00P /,20 20 'piz/ noun U [21] acronym
for object-oriented programming

‘Open Source / 20pan / adj [6] part
of a system of software development
where anyone is free to take a copy of
the source code and extend, develop
or fix bugs in it

operating system /'pporeitin sistom/
noun C[2,5,6,17,18,19,21,22,25] the
set of programs that control the basic
functions of a computer and provide
communication between the
application programs and the
hardware

optical character recognition / pptikl
keerikto rekag'nifn/ noun U [3]a
process that enables a computer to
scan and recognise printed characters
using the reflection of light

optical drive /,opukl drarv/ noun C [2]
atype of storage device that reads
or writes data using laser light, e.g.
CD-ROM, DVD-RW

optical fibre /,pptrkl *farba(r)/ noun C
[23) a common name for glass fibre
cable used in high speed networks. It
enables data signals to be transmitted
using laser light.

optical media / pptikl ‘mi:dia/ noun U
[19] data storage material that is
written to or read from using laser light

ORACLE /'prakl/ noun U [22] a widely
used database management system
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0S />0 'es/ noun C [6] abbreviation for
operating system

0S X /20 es ‘ten/ noun U [25] version 10
of the Apple Macintosh operating
system. It is a modular OS and has a
desktop with a 3-D appearance. It
includes support for UNIX-based
applications as well as older Mac
applications.

Outlook Express / aotlok 1k'spres/ noun
U[17] a free graphical interface email
program integrated into the Internet
Explorer browser developed by the
Microsoft Corporation

output /‘avtput/ noun U (2,8,21,23] the
processed data or signals that come
out of a computer system

PA /'pizkaviemp/ noun C (23]
abbreviation for picoamp. A unit of
current equal to a millionth of a
millionth of an amp.

(software) package /'pkids/ noun C
[6,12,16,22] an application program or
collection of programs that can be
used in different ways

packet /'paekit/ noun C[11,12,13] a fixed
size unit of data prepared for
transmission across a network.
Messages are normally divided into
packets before transmission.

packet-switching /'peekit switfin/ noun
U([23]a method of transferring data
across a network by dividing it into
packets and transferring the packets
individually from node to node then
putting the packets together again
when they arrive at the destination

page-description language / peids
dis'kripfn lengwids/ noun C[21]a
type of programming language that
uses tags to define the layout of a
document, e.g. HTML s a page-
description language used to design
webpages

pager /'peicsa(r)/ noun C[16,20] a small
radio receiver which beeps to alert the
wearer of messages or telephone calls.
It displays the telephone number of
the caller so the wearer can call back.
Some pagers can display very short
messages.

Palm Pilot /'pa:m pailat/ noun U[11]a
popular handheld personal organiser
produced by 3Com

palm-size PC / pa:m saiz
C[7]another name for a handheld IBM
compatible computer

palmtop (computer) /'pa:mtop/ noun C
[16] a portable computer that is small
enough to be held in the palm of one
hand. See handheld computer.

pane /pein/ noun C [10] a subsection of a
graphical user interface window

parity data /'perati deita/ noun U [17]
extra data bits added to the end of
units of data before transmission and
then checked and added after
transmission to see if the data has
arrived accurately

Pascal /pas'kael/ noun U[5,21] a high-
level structured computer language
named after the mathematician Blaise
Pascal. It is often used in college
computing courses to teach
programming.

password /'pazswa:d/ noun C
(6,12,16,19, 20,21] a secret code used
to control access to a network system

paste /perst/ verb [21]to insert a copy of
data held in a computer’s memory at a
chosen position

patch /peetf/ verb [18] to insert
programming code into a computer
program to fix or modify it in some way

payload /'perlaud/ noun C [18] the part
of a virus that carries out the threat
such as displaying a slogan on the
screen

payroll package /‘perraol pakids/ noun
C[8]a set of computer programs used
for calculating pay cheques

PC /piz 'siz/ noun C[1,2,5,6,17,19,21,23,
25 abbreviation for an IBM type of
personal computer

PCl Express /pi: 1 1'kspres/ noun U
[2] (Peripheral Component Interconnect
Express) an interface for connecting
peripherals to the processor. It is faster
than the standard PCl interface.

PCMCIA / pi ar 'et/ noun U
[2]a type of interface for connecting
credit-sized electronic upgrade cards
to portable computers. Devised by the
Personal Computer Memory Card

International Association.

PDA / diz "er/ noun C[2,23]
abbreviation for personal digital
assistant. A small handheld computer
providing a variety of tools for
organising work, e.g. a calendar, to do
list, diary, address list, calculator, etc.

pen-based computer / pen beist
kam'pju:ta(r)/ noun C[2,6) a small
computer that has a pen input device
instead of a keyboard

Pentium /'pentiam/ noun C[2,17,25] a
family of processors produced by the
Intel Corporation

peripheral /pa'rifaral/ noun € [2,15,16,
23]a piece of equipment that is
connected to the central processing
unit of a computer system

personal computer / pa:sonl
kam'pjuzta(r)/ noun C[1,7,22,23,25] a

computer designed to be used by one
person at a time

personal organiser / psson

2:ganaiza(r)/ noun C [23] see PDA

P-frame /'pi: fremm/ noun C[9] the
common name for a predicted frame in
an MPEG compressed file

phishing /'fifim/ noun U [20,18]
pretending to be someone that can be
trusted, in order to steal personal
information such as passwords or
credit card details

Photoshop /'faotas pp/ noun U [23] an
image-editing computer program
produced by Adobe Systems Inc.

physical layer /'fizikl leia(r)/ noun C
[11] the part of a network
communications system that encodes
the packets into the medium that will
carry them and sends the packets
along that medium

piconet /'pizkaunet/ noun C[23] a set of
very small low power wireless links
consuming only picoamps of electricity
that are set up between Bluetooth
devices when they are within
10 metres of each other

piggybacking /'pigibekim/ noun U [18] a
computer crime that involves using
another person’s identification code or
using that person’s files before he or
she has logged off

PIM /pm/ noun C [8] acronym for
personal information manager. A
computer program that provides a
variety of tools for organising work,
e.g. a calendar, to do list, diary,
address list, calculator, etc.

PIN /pin/ noun C [16] an acronym for
personal identification number. A
unique number used by electronic

platform /'plaetf>:m/ noun C[14,22] a
distinctive type of computer system
that needs software to be written
specifically for it, e.g. PC, Apple Mac,
etc.

PlayStation /'plersteifn/ noun U [8] a
games console developed by the Sony
Corporation

pointer /'pomta(r)/ noun C[7] an arrow-
shaped cursor

polymorphism / poli‘ma:fizm/ noun U
[21] a key feature of OOP programming
by which different objects can receive
the same instructions but deal with
them in different ways

POP /pop/ noun U [12,13,14] acronym
for post office protocol

port /po:t/ verb [6] to convert for use in
another operating system or computer
platform

port replicator /'pa:t replikerta(r)/ noun
C[2]a device that connects to a
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portable computer to make it easier to
connect peripheral devices

portable (computer) /'pa:tabl/ noun C[2]
a computer that is small and light
enough to be carried from place to
place. It can usually be powered by
batteries.

post /paust/ verb [12]to display a
message in a computer newsgroup or
bulletin board

post office protocol / pavst pfis
‘pravtokol/ noun U [13] a message-
retrieval protocol used by many mail
clients to get messages from a server.
It only allows you to download all
messages in your mailbox at once and
works in ‘pull’ mode, i.e. the receiving
PC initiating the connection.

predicted frame /pri‘diktid freim/ noun
C[9]a type of image frame used in
MPEG compression. A predicted frame
only stores the differences in the
image compared to the previous
| frame or P frame.

presentation layer / prezon'teifn
Jlera(r)/ noun C[11] the part of a
network communications system that
ensures the message is transmitted in
a language that the receiving computer
can interpret

primary disk drive /'pramoari disk
draiv/ noun € [17] the main disk drive
in a computer. In a PC this is usually a
hard disk known as the C drive.

Print Screen (key) /print 'skrizn/ noun C
[7,10] the computer keyboard key that
copies the current display screen
image to memory or to the printer

printed circuit board / printid ‘sazkit
ba:d/ noun € [22] an electronic board
that holds and connects the
components of an electronic circuit

printer /'printa(r)/ noun C[1,2,5,6,17,21,
23] a common output device used for
printing the output of a computer on
paper

private key /,prarvat 'kiz/ noun C [18]
secret code known only to the owner
that is used for encrypting and
decrypting messages

procedural language /pro'sizdzoral
Jangwids/ noun C [5] a computer
programming language that enables
programs to be written using sections
of code known as procedures. Each
procedure performs a specific task.

processor /‘pravsesa(r)/ noun C
[2,7,17,23,25] the part of a computer
that processes the data

program /'praugriem/ noun C
[1,2,5,6,18, 21,22,23,24,25] a set of
instructions written in a computer
language that control the behaviour of
acomputer

program /'pravgrem/ verb [1,6,11,16,
20,21,23] to write a set of instructions
for controlling a computer using a
computer language

programmer /'praugreema(r)/ noun C [4,
5,6,8,18,19,21,22,25] a person who
writes computer programs

programming /'proograemin/ noun U
[5,21,22] the processes of writing a
computer program using a computer
language

programming language /'pravgreemin
lengwids/ noun C [21] a computer
language used for writing computer
programs

protocol /'pravtokol/ noun C[12,13,23]
a set of agreed standards

pseudocode /'sjuzdavkaod/ noun C[21]
a way of writing a description of a
computer program using a mixture of
natural language and computer
language code

public domain /,pablik da'mein/ noun U
[19] a condition in which there is no
copyright on a work such as a
computer program allowing it to be
freely copied and used

public key /,pablik 'kiz/ noun C (18] a
secret code the owner makes available
to others so that they can encrypt
messages they are sending to the
owner

public-key cryptography / pablik ki:
krip'tografi/ noun U [18] a method of
coding messages using public and
private keys to prevent others from
reading them

pull mode /'pul mavd/ noun U [13]a
type of communication where the

computer initiates the
connection

pull-down menu / pol davn 'menjuz/
noun C[14] a list of choices that
appear below a menu title on a display
screen when the user clicks on the
menu title using a mouse

push operation /'puf ppa reifn/ noun U
[13]a communication where the
sending computer initiates the
connection

radar /'rerdax(r)/ noun U [3,15] a system
of using the reflection of radio waves
to detect an object and determine its
location

radio button /‘reidiac  batan/ noun C
[13] one of a set of mutually exclusive
options in a dialog box, i.e. the user
can only select one, causing the others
to be deselected

RAID /rerd/ noun U [2,17] acronym for
redundant array of inexpensive disks

RAID level /'rerd levl/ noun C[17]a
particular arrangement of RAID array
disks. Each RAID level is given a
number with higher numbers
indicating more elaborate methods for
ensuring a computer can recover from
hardware errors. The best known are
RAID 0 to RAID 5.

RAM /raem/ noun U [2,17) acronym for
random access memory

random access memory / rendom
“awkses ,memari/ noun U [2] a type of
memory that can be accessed in any
order. RAM is the main electronic
memory of a personal computer and is
used for storing the programs and data
being used.

raw data /ra: ‘derta/ noun U [24] data
that has not been processed

RDBMS /,a: di: bi: em ‘es/ noun C [22]
abbreviation for relational database
management system. A database
system that links files together as
required.

real-time /'rizl taim/ noun U [12,23,24]
the immediate processing of computer
data enabling interactive applications

reboot / ri:'bu:t/ verb [17] to restart a
computer operating system

record /'reka:d/ noun C[8,19,21] a
section of a database made up of
related database fields

recorder (program) /r1'ka:da(r)/ noun C
(9]a computer program that allows the
user to create their own audio CDs with
a writeable CD-ROM drive

Recycle Bin / ri:'sark] bm/ noun U (7]
the folder in Microsoft Windows.
operating systems where deleted files
are stored

redundant array of inexpensive disks
/ri,dandant 2 rer av ik spensiv
“disks/ noun U [17] a storage system
consisting of a set of hard disks that
can be combined in different
arrangements to store data in such a
way that the data can be recovered if
one or more of the disks fail

reliable stream service /r1 laiabl ‘strizm
(savis/ noun U [12] a data
management system provided by the
TCP protocol to ensure that data is
transferred across a network correctly.
It structures and buffers the data flow,
looks for responses, and takes action
to replace missing data blocks.

resident /'rezidont/ adj [6,18] is kept in
the computer’s memory

resistor /r1'zista(r)/ noun C[12] an
electronic component that reduces the
flow of current in a circuit

resolution / rezo'lu:fn/ noun C[2,24]a
measure of the quality of a display
screen in terms of the amount of





image4.jpeg
graphical information that can be
shown on the screen. This partly
depends on the number of dots that
make up the image.

resolution protocol / reza lu:[n
‘pravtakol/ noun U [12] a set of
standards for software used with
internal look-up tables in a TCP/IP
network for routing data through a
gateway between networks

restore /r1'sto:(r)/ verb [17,19] to put
data back into its original location

reverse engineering /1 vas
endsi'miari/ noun U [24] to take an
object apart to discover how it was
originally designed and put together

RF /azr ‘ef/ noun U [23] abbreviation for
radio frequency

RFID /a: ef ar diz/ noun C[23]
abbreviation for radio frequency ..
identification device. A label that
stores information to identify an object
and can be read using radio signals.

right click /rait 'klik/ verb [7,21]to
press and release the right-hand
button on a mouse

ring main /'riy memn/ noun C[23] the
main electrical supply circuit in a
building

rip /rip/ verb [9] to extract songs from a
CD and turn them into WAV files

ripper /'ripa(r)/ noun C (9] a program
that extracts songs from a CD and
turns them into WAV files

rm /a:r ‘em/ noun U 6] a Unix command
for deleting a file

rmdir /,a:r em ‘dia(r)/ noun U [6] a Unix
and MS-DOS command for deleting a
directory

robot /'roubot/ noun C[16,21,23,24] a
mechanical device controlled by a
computer

robotics /rav'botiks/ noun U [23] the
study of robot systems

rocket science /'rokit saions/ noun U
[24] something requi great
intelligence or technical ability

ROM /rom/ noun U [2] acronym for read
only memory

route /ru:t/ noun C[11,12] the path that
is used to transfer data in a network

route /ru:t/ verb [9,11,12] to move data
from node to node on a network

router /'ru:ta(r)/ noun C[11,13,15,20] an
electronic device that links different
networks or parts of a network. It
determines the path that a signal
should take to reach its destination.

rpm /.a: pi: ‘em/ noun C [2] abbreviation
for revolutions per minute

rule /ruzl/ noun C [3] the name given to
patterns found in data when using
neural networks

run /ran/ verb [5,6,17,18] to execute a
program, i.e. to get a program to
process the data

rwho /a: "huz/ noun U [6] a Unix
command for displaying a report of
who is currently logged in to the local
network

s/w /'softwea(r)/ noun U [22]
abbreviation for software

salami shaving /sa'lazmi fervin/ noun U
(18] a computer crime that involves
manipulating programs or data so that
small amounts of money are deducted
from a large number of transactions or
accounts and accumulated elsewhere

SAN /s@n/ noun C [19] acronym for
storage area network. A high-speed
interconnection of shared storage
devices

SAP /siep/ noun U [8,22] a widely used
enterprise resource planning tool
program

SATA /swta/ noun U [2] acronym for
Serial ATA

save /serv/ verb [1,10,15,18] to copy a
program or data to a storage device

scan /skzen/ verb [1,3,16,19] to copy text
or graphics using a scanner

scanner /'skana(r)/ noun C[2,3,19] an
optical input device that uses the
reflection of light to copy text or
graphics into a computer

(monitor)(display) screen /skri:n/ noun C
(1,2,7,11,16,17,18,21,24,25] a
computer output device used for
displaying text and graphic images

scroll /skraol/ verb [16,17] to move
through displayed information
smoothly on the screen either
horizontally or vertically

scrollbar /'skraulba:(r)/ noun C [14] the
part of a graphical user interface
window that allows the user to move
through a document by clicking or
dragging with the mouse

SCSI /,es siz es "ar/ noun U [19] acronym
for small computer systems interface.
A standard way of connecting
peripheral devices to a personal
computer system. It is often used to
connect hard disks and CD-ROM drives
in server computers.

SDRAM /¢s di: 'rem/ noun U [2]
abbreviation for synchronous dynamic
random access memory. A type of fast
memory that uses a separate clock
signal in addition to the normal control
signals.

search engine /'ss:f endsin/ noun C
[1,6,13,14,15,23] a program designed
to find information on the World Wide
Web according to data entered by the

user. Search engines are usually
accessed from special websites.

sector /'sekta(r)/ noun C[2,17]a
formatted section of a circular
magnetic track used for storing data on
adisk

seek time /'sizk taim/ noun C[17] the
amount of time taken by a disk drive to
find a particular track on a disk

segment /'segmant/ noun C[11]a
subdivision of data created by a
network communications transport
layer for which a checksum is
generated

serial /'siorial/ adj [24] designed to
transfer data sequentially, i.e. one data
bit after another

Serial ATA /'siarial @ta/ noun U [2]
(Serial Advanced Technology
Attachment) a drive interface that feeds
signals one after the other along the
ssame connector, in contrast to the
earlier, slower, parallel ATA standard
that fed signals at the same time along
a set of connectors

serial number /'siarial ;namba(r)/ noun
C[17] a number that uniquely
identifies a product

serial port /'siarial pa:t/ noun C [12] the
small connector at the back of the
system unit of a personal computer
that is used to connect a serial device
such as a serial mouse or a modem.
Two serial ports labelled COM1 and
COM2 are usually provided on a PC.

server /'s3:va(r)/ noun €[6,8,11,12,13,
15,17,18,22] a main computer that
provides a service on a network

server farm /ss:va fa:m/ noun C[19]a
large collection of networked server
computers that work together by
sharing the service workload

service tag number /'sa:vis tieg
.namba(r)/ noun C[17] a number used
to identify a computer for maintenance
agreements

session layer /'se[n lera(r)/ noun C[11]
the part of a network communications
system that opens communications
and has the job of keeping straight the
communications among all nodes on
the network. It sets boundaries for the
beginning and end of a message and
establishes whether the messages will
be sent half-duplex or full duplex.

SGML /s dsi: em ‘el/ noun U [14]
abbreviation for Standard Generalised
Markup Language

shareware /'feawea(r)/ noun U [15,19)
software that is distributed freely and
only paid for if the user decides to
keep it

shell /fel/ noun C[6]a graphical user
interface for an operating system





