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GPRS /,dsi: piz azr ‘es/ noun U [16]
abbreviation for general packet radio
service

GPS /, ‘es/ noun C[16,20]
abbreviation for global positioning
system

graphic equaliser / graefik
‘izkwa larza(r)/ noun C [9] an electronic
device that uses slider controls to
adjust the frequency response of an
audio system

graphical (user) interface / greefikl
‘ntafers/ noun C [6,7,21] the part of an
operating system that allows the user
to interact with a computer using
graphic images and a cursor

grep /grep/ noun U (6] a Unix command
for searching through one or more text
files for a specific text string

GUI /guzi/ noun C (7] acronym for
graphical user interface

hack /hak/ verb [6,20,23] to gain
unauthorised access to a network
system

hacker /*hwka(r)/ noun C[18,20] a
skilled programmer who attempts to
gain unauthorised access to a network
system

half-duplex /'ha:f djuzpleks/ adj [11]
able to transfer data in both directions
but only in one direction at a time, i.e.
data can be transmitted or received but
not at the same time

handheld (computer) /'haendheld noun
C[1,7,16] a small portable computer
that can be held in one hand

hang /heen/ verb [17] to suddenly and
unexpectedly stop processing during
the execution of a program

hard (disk) (drive) /hazd (disk) (drarv)
noun C[1,2,5,8,15,17,18] a common
magnetic storage device that reads
and writes data on metal disks inside a
sealed case

hardware /"ha:dwea(r)/ noun U
(1,5,6,16,17,19,21,22,23,24] the
physical components of a computer
system

(disk drive) head /hed/ noun C (2] the
part of a disk drive that reads and
writes data to the disk

header /'heda(r)/ noun C[11,13] the first
section of a message that contains
information about the content and
transmission of the message including
the sending and destination addresses

headphone /‘hedfoon/ noun C[23]
sound output device that fits over the
ears of the user

help-desk/helpline /'helpdesk,
‘helplam/ noun C [12,22] a telephone
service for helping users solve

problems that occur on computer
systems

high-end package / hai ‘end pakidy
noun C [8] a set of computer programs
with a wide variety of complex features

Higher National Certificate / haio
n&fanl sa'tifikat/ noun U (5] a British
college qualification that can be
gained through part-time or full-time
study. It is usually obtained before
studying for an HND.

Higher National Diploma / haio nafonl
dr'ploauma/ noun U [5] a British college
qualification that usually requires a
period of full-time study. It is more
advanced than an HNC and not as
advanced as a degree.

high-level language / har leval
“lengwids/ noun C [21] a programming
language closer to human language
than low-level computer languages
such as machine code or assembly
language

high-level program / har leval
"pravgraem/ noun C[12]a computer
program written using a high-level
language

highlight /hailait/ verb [10,15] to select
by marking on the display screen

hijacking /'haidsekin/ noun U [18]a
computer crime that involves
redirecting anyone trying to visit a
certain website elsewhere

HNC /e en ‘si/ noun U [22]
abbreviation for Higher National
Certificate

HND / entf en ‘diz/ noun U [22]
abbreviation for Higher National
Diploma

Home button /'haom batan/ noun C[13]
the button icon on a Web browser
program that takes you to the starting
webpage

homepage /‘havmpeids/ noun C [20] the
main start page of a website

host /haust/ noun C [13,18] a computer
that provides a service on a network /
a program that carries a virus

hotspot /'hotspot/ noun C [16] the
location of a wireless access point.
Often found in public places such as
airports, stations and hotels to provide
a connection to the Internet

hover /'hova(r)/ verb [7] to hold a cursor
over an icon for a short period of time

HTML /,erf tiz em ‘el/ noun U [6,13,14,
16,21,22,25] abbreviation for hypertext
markup language. A page description
language that uses a system of tags
for creating web pages.

hub /hab/ noun C [11,15] an electronic
device at the centre of a star network
topology

hub /hab/ noun € [19] a common
connection point for devices on a
network

humanoid /'hjuzmanoid/ noun C[23]a
robot with human characteristics

hyperlink /'haipalink/ noun C[7,13,20] a
text or image in a webpage that causes
a related webpage to be displayed or
another program to be started when
the user clicks on the hyperlink using
the mouse

hypertext markup language / haipatekst
‘mazkap lengwids/ noun U
[14,16,21] a page description language
that has a set of tags that can be
inserted into a document to make it act
as a webpage. The tags determine how
the document is displayed on the
screen and marks the position of
hyperlinks.

1/0 /a1 '20/ noun C [17] abbreviation for
input/output

I1BM /a1 biz ‘em/ noun U [6,22,23,25]
abbreviation for International Business
Machines, the largest computer
company in the world. It launched the
first personal computer called the IBM
PC which quickly became the standard.

IC /ar ‘siz/ noun C [12] abbreviation for
integrated circuit. A complete
electronic circuit built on a single
silicon chip.

icon /"atkon/ noun C[7,21] a small
picture used in a WIMP system to
represent a program folder or file

IEEE 802.11 /i i: iz ‘iz e1t 20 tuz
i n/ noun U[23]a

nt wan ‘w
wireless networking system standard
approved by the American regulating
organisation called the Institute of
Electrical and Electronic Engineers

I-frame /'a1 freim/ noun C[9] the
common name for an intra frame in an
MPEG compressed file

image editor /'imids edita(r) noun C (8]
a computer program that allows the
user to make changes to images.

image map /'mids map/ noun C[14]a
graphic image with separate areas that
contain hyperlinks to different parts of
a website

IMAP /‘aimep/ noun U [13) acronym for
Internet mail access protocol

inbox /'mboks/ noun C [13] the folder in
an email program where emails are
stored when they are first received

incremental backup / inkra mental
“bekap/ noun C[19] a type of backup
that copies all the selected files that
have been changed since the last full
differential or incremental backup
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industrial scientific and medical band
i dastridl saiontifik and ‘medikl
bend/ noun U [23] a set of radiowave
frequencies centred around 2.45GHz
used for industrial scientific and
medical devices and for Bluetooth
devices

information superhighway (the)
/nfo,meifn ‘su:pa, harwer/ noun U
[1,24] an informal term for a global
high-speed network providing
communication services that are freely
available to everyone, i.e. a highly-
developed Internet system

information technology /info,meifn
tek'noladsi/ noun U [22,23,24,25] the
study and practice of techniques or
use of equipment for dealing with
information

inheritance /in'heritons/ noun U [21] a,
key feature of object-oriented
programming that allows specific
instances of a class to inherit all the
properties of the class, e.g. squares
are a specific instance of rectangles
and inherit all the properties of
rectangles

in-house /'in haos/ adj [22] done by
employees of an organisation rather
than people outside the organisation

initialise (the hard disk) /'nifalaiz/ verb
(18] to reboot or restart the computer

input /'mpot/ verb [2,4,6] to put data
into a system

input /'mpot/ noun U [2,6,7,21,23] data
put into a system

input device /‘mpot di,vais/ noun C[2,7)
a piece of equipment used for putting
data into a computer

instruction /in'strakn/ noun C[18,21]
one line of a computer program

integrated services digital network
/mugreitid s3:visiz didgital
‘netws:k/ noun U [16] a broadband
network communications system that
allows the ordinary analogue
telephone system to carry digital
signals including voice, data, text,
graphics and video

Intel /'mtel/ noun U[2,23,25] the
American company that designs and
produces the electronic processors
used in most of the computers in the
world

intelligent agent /in telidzont ‘eidsont/
noun C[7,24] a computer utility
program that uses artificial intelligence
to perform tasks for the user such as
retrieving and delivering information
and automating repetitive tasks

interactive /mto'rektiv/ adj [21,24]
allows two-way communication so that
the user can respond or interact with
the system

interface /‘mtafers/ noun € [6,7,9,11,16,
24] the hardware or software that
connects two systems and allows them
to communicate with each other

Internet (protocol) address /‘intanet
,dres/ noun C[12,13] a 32-bit code
number assigned to every node on the
Internet. It consists of a series of
numbers that identify the major
network and the sub-networks to
which a node is attached and provides
a path that gateways can use to route
information from one machine to
another.

(Microsoft) Internet Explorer / mntanet
1k'splora(r)/ noun U [17] a free
browser program developed by the
Microsoft Corporation

Internet mail access protocol / mtanet
‘meil zekses ‘pravtokol/ noun U [13]
a set of standards for accessing email
messages stored on an email server.
Initially only message headers are
retrieved. Users can then organise or
delete messages on the server and
download individual messages.

Internet protocol / intanet ‘pravtakol/
noun U [12] the basic set of standards
for enabling computers to
communicate over the Internet

Internet service provider / ntonet
‘savis pra,vaida(r)/ noun C 14,23 an

organisation that provides Internet
connections for a fee

Internet (the) /intanet/ noun U [1,5,6,11,
12,13,14,15,16,17,18,20,21,22,23,24,
25] the connection of computer
networks across the world

interpreter /in'ta:prita(r)/ noun C (5] a
program that converts other programs
into machine code line by line as the
programs are being used

intra frame /'intra freim/ noun C[9]a
type of image frame used in MPEG
compression which contains only
information in the picture itself

intranet /'intronet/ noun C[7,23]a
computer network that is internal to an
organisation and uses the TCP/IP
protocol in the same way as the
Internet

IP /a1 'piz/ noun U [12] abbreviation for
Internet protocol. A part of the TCP/IP
protocol used on the Internet.

1P address /a1 'pi: 2 dres/ noun C[13]
abbreviation for Internet protocol
address

1P-layer /a1 ‘pi leia(r)/ noun C[12] the
IP part of a TCP/IP system

IRC /a1 a: 'siz/ noun U [12,20]
abbreviation for Internet relay chat. An
Internet service that allows user to
have a conversation by sending text
messages to each other in real-time.

iris recognition /‘airis rekag nifn/ noun
U[16] a process of identifying a user
by scanning their eyes

1S Manager /,ar ‘es menidsa(r)/ noun C
[22] an abbreviated form of information
systems manager. A person who
manages a computer-based service
that provides information that is useful
to a particular organisation.

ISDN /a1 es di: ‘en/ noun U[16]
abbreviation for integrated services
digital network

isolation adapter / aisa’leifn o, dapta(r)/
noun C[11] an electronic device that
isolates a network system from high
voltages and allows it to use the mains
electricity cables for connecting
computers together and transferring
data

ISP /a1 es 'piz/ noun C [12,13,14,20]
abbreviation for Internet service

noun U [5,8,22,23,24]
abbreviation for information
technology

iteration /ita'reifn/ noun C [21] a process
that is repeated as long as certain
conditions remain true

Java /'dsa:val noun U [21,22,23] an
object-oriented computer
programming language that was
developed by Sun Microsystems in the
mid-1990s. Programs written in Java
can be used on a wide range of
operating systems. It is widely used for
developing interactive applications for
the Internet.

JavaScript /'dsazvaskript/ noun U [22] a
scripting language that allows simple
programs to be embedded into HTML
documents

joystick /'dsaistik/ noun C[23] a cursor
control device in the form of a movable
stick that is usually used for
controlling computer games

JPEG /'dser peg/ noun U [9] abbreviation
for joint photographic expert group -
the committee that devised a common
standard for image file format and
compression. JPEG compression is
commonly used for photographic
images in webpages because it creates
very small files.

JUMP command/instruction /'dsamp
ko,ma:nd, m,strakfn/ noun C[18]a
programming instruction that causes a
program to change its normal
sequence

junk email /dsank ‘izmeil/ noun U [12)
unwanted and unsolicited email that is
normally advertising or trying to sell
something
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Kb/KB /‘kilabat/ noun C [2] abbreviation
for a kilobyte. A unit of storage
capacity equal to 1024 bytes.

Kbit/s /'kilobits/ noun C [16,23]
abbreviation for kilobits per second. A
unit of signal speed equal to 1024 bits
every second. A more common form is

ilabits po ‘sekond/ noun € [23]

abbreviation for kilobits per second. A
unit of signal speed equal to 1024 bits
every second.

noun U [6] a graphical
user interface used with the Linux
operating system

kernel /'ka:nal/ noun C [6,24] the lowest
level layer at the core of an operating
system. It deals with allocating
hardware resources to the rest of the
operating system and the application
programs.

keyboard /'ki:ba:d/ noun €[1,2,6,11,16,
19,23,24] the main electronic input
device that has keys arranged in a
similar layout to a typewriter

keystroke /'kizstraok/ noun C [18] the
process of pressing and releasing a
key on a keyboard

keyword /'ki: / noun C [13] a word
used to categorise documents or
records in a file. Keywords can be used
by a search engine to find relevant
links on the Internet.

kHz /'kilaha:ts/ noun C [9] abbreviation
for kilohertz. A unit of frequency equal
to 1000 cycles every second.

killer application /'kilor apl keifn/
noun C [23] an application program
that is particularly useful and popular,
making a computer system very
successful

knowledge base /nolid; beis/ noun C
(17,22] a collection of information that
can be easily modified, revised and
manipulated to enable the user to
solve particular problems

LAN /lzen/ noun C [5,8,11,15,17,23]
acronym for local area network

language processor /'lengwid;
prausesa(r)/ noun C [5] software that
performs computer language
translation

laptop (computer) /'leptop/ noun C[23]
the largest type of portable computer

laser printer /'leiza printa(r)/ noun C
[8,16,17,21,25] a printer that prints
using toner powder and laser light on a
photosensitive drum

LCD /el siz 'diz/ noun C[10] abbreviation
for liquid crystal display. An electronic
display device that uses liquid crystal
cells to control the reflection of light.

leased line / lizst ‘lan/ noun C[8]a
cable connection that is rented for use
in a communications system

library /'latbrari/ noun C[21,22] a set of
programmed functions that are made
available for use by any program

line size /'lain saiz/ noun C[2] the
amount of data transferred each time
there is a transfer between the main
memory and cache memory

link /lipk/ noun C[13,14,15] a common
term used for a hyperlink, i.e. the
connection of a webpage to another
webpage or file

Linux /'lainaks/ noun U [6] a clone of the
Unix operating System created by Linus
Torvalds for use on personal
computers

Linux distribution /'lamaks
distri bjuz(n/ noun C [6] the Linux-user
term for a complete operating system
kit complete with the utilities and
applications needed to make it do
useful things, e.g. command
interpreters, programming tools, text
editors, typesetting tools and graphical
user interfaces

load /laud/ verb [6,18] to copy a
program from a storage device into the
computer’s memory

local area network / lavkl eario
‘netws:k/ noun C[8,11] computers
connected together over a small area
such as a company department

log /Ing/ verb [11]to record the time
that an event happened

log /Ipg/ noun € [20] a record of when an
event happened

log on /Ipg 'on/ verb [6,12,18,19,20,23]
to connect to a network system
account normally using a password

logic bomb /'Indsik bom/ noun C [18,20]
destructive code introduced into a
program that is triggered by some
event taking place on the computer
system at a later time

logic circuit /'Indstk sazkit/ noun C[2]a
digital electronic circuit that compares
two or more inputs and gives an output
according to a particular rule of logic

look-up table /'luk Ap terbl/ noun C
[12,13] a method by which a program
uses two sets of related records to find
a required value. It is quicker than
calculating the value using a formula
but takes up more memory space.

loop structure /luzp strakifa(r)/ noun C
[21] see iteration

low-level language / lao leval
‘lengwids/ noun C[22] a computer
language such as machine code or
assembly language that is closer to the
form that a computer understands than
to that of a human language

loyalty card /'loialti ka:d/ noun C[2]an
electronic card that gives the owner
discount on purchases at a particular
store depending on how much they
spend

tpr /el piz ‘ax(r)/ noun U [6] a Unix
command for printing a file

Is /el ‘es/ noun U [6] a Unix command for
displaying a list of files in a directory

m /em/ noun C[23] abbreviation for
metre. An international unit for
distance.

mA /'mulizemp/ noun C[23] abbreviation
for milliamp. A unit of current equal to
one thousandth of an amp.

(Apple) Mac /mak/ noun C[7] the
‘common name for the Apple Macintosh
range of computers. A type of personal
computer manufactured by Apple
Computer Incorporated.

MAC /mzek/ noun C [18] acronym for
message-authentication code

machine code /ma'[izn kaud/ noun C
[22]) a computer language that consists
entirely of a combination of 1s and 0s

machine intelligence /ma [i:n
m'telidsons/ noun U [24] another name
for artificial intelligence

Mac 0S /mk 20 ‘es/ noun C[6] the
family of operating systems used on
the Apple Macintosh range of
computers

macro virus /'makrao vairas/ noun C
[18] a virus program in the form of a
macro program

magnetic tape /mag netik ‘teip/ noun U
[19,24,25] a magnetic storage medium
in the form of a thin plastic ribbon
wound on a reel or a cassette. It is
commonly used for backing up data.

mail bombing /‘meil bominy/ noun U
[18] a computer crime that involves
inundating an email address with
thousands of messages slowing or
even crashing the server

mail client /'meil Klaant/ noun C[13]
an email program that connects to an
email server to send and receive email

mail server /'meil r)/ noun C[13]
a network service that stores email
messages and enables email clients to
send and receive emails

mailbox /'meilboks/ noun C[13] a folder
used by an email server to store a
user’s emails
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mailmerge /'merlma:ds/ noun C [3,8] a
wordprocessing facility that causes a
mailing list to be automatically
combined with a standard letter to
produce a separate copy of the letter
addressed to each person on the
mailing list

main memory / mem ‘'memoari/ noun U
[2] the electronic memory that holds
the programs and data being used

mainframe (computer) /'memfreim/ noun
€[2,5,6,21,22] the largest and most
powerful type of computer. It is
operated by a team of professionals.

mains line /'memz lam/ noun C[11] the
main electricity supply

man /men/ noun U [6] a Unix command
for viewing the online manual pages
on a Unix system

markup language /‘ma:kap lengwidy
noun C[14] a set of tags that can be
inserted into a document to indicate its
layout and appearance

massively parallel / mesivli ‘peralel/
adj [24] being part of a system in
which an application is processed by
up to 200 or more processors at the
same time. Each processor using its
‘own operating systems and memory
and working on a different part of the
program.

Mb/MB /'megabait/ noun C[2,12]
abbreviation for a megabyte

Mbit/s / megabit pa 'sekand/ noun C
(23] abbreviation for megabit per
second. A unit of signal speed equal to
1048 576 bits every second.

Mbps /;megabits pa ‘sekand/ noun C
(23] abbreviation for megabits per
second. A unit of signal speed equal to
1048 576 bits every second.

megabyte /'megabait/ noun C[2,9,17]a
unit of storage capacity equal to 1 048
576 bytes

megahertz /'megoaha:ts/ noun C[2] a unit
of frequency equal to 1 million cycles
every second

megohm /'megaom/ noun C[12]a unit
of electrical resistance equal to 1
million ohms.

memory /'memari/ noun U[2,5,6,15,
18,19,24] the electronic part of a
computer system that is used for
temporarily storing the programs and
data that are being used by the
processor

menu /'menjuz/ noun C[2,7,21] a list of
options displayed on a computer
screen

menu bar /'menju: bax(r)/ noun C
[10,16] a row of icons on a display
screen that open up menus when
selected

message-authentication code / mesids;
:,0entr'kerfn kaod/ noun C[18]a
number produced by a message-digest
function that is used to make a
message tamper-proof and provide
message integrity

message-digest function / mesids
‘daidsest fank[n/ noun C[18]a
program function that processes a
message to produce a number called a
message-authentication code. This
number is then used to make a
message tamper-proof.

message-integrity scheme / mesid;
m'tegrati skizm/ noun C[18] a system
that allows the receiver of a message
to detect whether someone has
tampered with the message in transit

metadata /'metadeita/ noun U [14] data
about data in a document

metalanguage /‘metalengwids/ noun C
[14,21] a language from which you can
create other languages

MHz /'megoha:ts/ noun C[2,23]
abbreviation for megahertz

microchip /'maikratfip/ noun C [22] an
electronic integrated circuit in a small
package

microcomputer /'markrackam, pjuzta(r)/
noun C[6,11] a personal computer.
Smaller and less powerful than a
mainframe or a minicomputer.

microprocessor / markrao'pravsesa(r)/
noun C[3,16,25] the main electronic
chip in a computer. It can be thought of
as the ‘brain’ of the computer because
it does the main processing and
controls the other parts of the
computer. It is sometimes called the
CPU.

Microsoft /'maikrasoft/ noun U
(2,5,6,18,20,22,25] the common name
for the Microsoft Corporation. The
company founded by Bill Gates that
developed the MS-DOS and Windows
operating systems and a variety of
software commonly used on desktop
computers.

microwave /‘maikrawerv/ noun C[23]a
high-frequency electromagnetic wave
used in data communication systems

MIDI /'midi/ noun U [9,17,18] acronym
for musical instrument digital
interface. A standard for connecting
musical instruments to computer
systems.

minicomputer /'minikam pju:ta(r)/ noun
C[6] a computer that is slightly less
powerful and a little smaller than a
mainframe

Minix /'miniks/ noun U [6] a compact
Unix clone written as a teaching aid by
Professor Andy Tannenbaum

mirroring /'mirarm/ noun U [17]a
technique used in RAID 1 systems
where at least two hard disks are
paired in such a way that the hard disk
controller writes each byte of data to
both disks. This ensures that a backup
exists should the primary disk drive
fail.

misdirection routine /misda'rek[n, di-,
dai- ruz tizn/ noun C [18] the part of a
computer virus that enables it to hide
itself by altering the normal sequence
of instructions in another program

mixing desk /'miksin desk/ noun C[9]
an electronic device used in audio
recording that allows a number of
audio inputs to be mixed together

mkdir /em ket ‘dia(r)/ noun U [6] a Unix
and MS-DOS command for creating a
directory

mobile phone / macbail ‘faun/ noun C
[15,16,23] a wireless telephone that
operates over a wide area

modem /‘maodem/ noun C
[2,5,10,11,12,16,23] short for
modulator/demodulator. An electronic
device that converts signals to enable
a computer to be connected to an
ordinary telephone line.

modulation / modjo'lerfn/ noun U[23]a
process of combining a data signal
with a carrier wave by causing the data
signal to modify the amplitude
frequency or phase of the carrier wave

monitor /'monita(r)/ noun C
[1,2,9,16,17,18,24] the main output
device used to display the output from
a computer on a screen. See VDU.

MOO /muz/ noun C[12,16] acronym for
multi-user object oriented. An Internet
virtual environment developed from
multi-user adventure games that
allows many users to interact.

motherboard /'madabo:d/ noun C[5,16]
the main electronic circuit board inside
a computer that holds and connects
together all the main electronic
components

mouse /maus/ noun C[1,2,7,11,17,21,
23,25] a common cursor control input
device used with a graphical user
interface. It commonly has two or three
button switches on top and a ball
underneath that is rolled on a flat
surface.

mouse button /'mavs batan/ noun C
[10] a switch on a mouse that is
pressed to select an object on the
screen

mouse pointer /'maus ,pamta(r)/ noun C
[15] a cursor image in the shape of an
arrow that is controlled by a mouse
and is used for pointing and selecting
icons on the screen




