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computer salesperson kKom pjuilo
“seilzpazsn/ noun C [22] a person
whose job it is to sell computers

computer science /kom pju:ta ‘saions/
noun U [5] the study of computers and
their use

computer services engineering
technician /kom pju:ta
endsi'niar tek nifn/ noun C[22]a
person who provides a service of
maintaining and troubleshooting
computers

computer- u.d design /kom pjutor

of des.gmng using a computer program

ided manufacture
kam pju:tor erdid maenjo'feektfa(r)/
noun U [22] the process of
manufacturing goods using a computer

computerised /kam'pju:toraizd’ adj
[21,22] changed so that it can be
operated or controlled using a
computer

‘computer-mediated communication
kom pju:ta mizdieitid
ka,mjuznr'’keifn/ noun C[12,16)a
process of transferring messages using
computers

computing /kom'pju:ti/ noun U [5,22]
the theory and practice of computers

computing science /kom pju:tin ‘saions/
noun U [22] see computer science

computing support /kam pjuztin sa'pa:t/
noun U [5,17,22) a field of work that
provides a service including setting up,
maintaining and troubleshooting
computing systems and pre ing
technical advice to users

‘computing support officer 'kam pju:tin
sa'pazt ,ofisa(r)/ noun C [10] a person
whose job it is to provide support to
computer users including setting up,
maintaining and troubleshooting
computer systems and giving technical
advice

configure /kan'figa(r)/ verb [12,17,22]
to adjust the settings

connectivity /konek tivati noun U [16]
the characteristic of being connected

control bit /kan'traol bit/ noun C[11]a
data bit used to mark parts of a
transmitted signal so that the
transmission can be controlled, e.g. a
‘start’ bit marks the beginning of a
character and a ‘stop’ bit marks its end

control bus /kon'traul bas/ noun C[10]
the set of conductors that carry the
control signals between the Control
Unit and other parts of a computer

corrupt /ka'rapt/ verb [18] to damage in
such a way that prevents normal use

noun U [6] a Unix command

lov copyms afile

Juinoun C{2,5]
abbreviation for central processing unit

crack /krk/ verb [18,19] to break into a
computer system in order to steal
information or cause damage

crash /krae[/ verb [17,19] to fail
suddenly and completely usually
referring to the failure of a hard disk

CRT /si: a: 'ti/ noun C [24] abbreviation
for cathode ray tube

Ctrl + Alt + Del /kan traol plas @lt
(plt) plas dr'lizt/ noun U[10] set of
symbols that signify pressing the
combination of the control-alternative
and delete keys on a computer
keyboard at the same time

cursor /'ka:sa(r)/ noun C[2,10] a symbol
on the monitor screen that indicates
the point on the screen that is being
used

cut and paste ku and ‘peist/ verb (7]
to remove some data from a file and
temporarily store it in the computer's
memory then insert a copy of the data
in another position in the same or in
another file

cyberbabe /“saibabeib/ noun € [23]a
digital image of an attractive female
that is used in programs on the
Internet

cybernetics / saiba'netiks/ noun U [23]
the study of control and
communication in animals and
machines. It is used in the design of
robots.

cyberspace /'satbaspeis/ noun U [20,24]
the combination of all the data on all
the computer networks throughout the
world accessed using the Internet

cyborg /‘saiba:g/ noun C[23] a man-
machine system or a person made
superhuman by a machine or external
system that changes the way the body
functions

D channel /'di: ,tfenal/ noun C [16] the
common name for a data channel in an
ISDN system

data /'deita/ noun U
(1,2,5,6,12,15,17,18, 19,21,22,23] the
information processed by a computer

data bank /‘derta bank/ noun C[23]a
large collection of data that can be
accessed by many users and enables
them to copy or store data on a
particular topic

data bus /'deita bas/ noun C[2] the set
of conductors that carry the data
signals between different parts of a
computer

data centre /‘deita senta(r)/ noun C[8]a
facility for storing large amounts of
information

‘data channel / deitd faenal/ noun C{16]
the common name for the part of an
ISDN line that carries signalling and
supervisory information to the network

data communications / deito
kamju:ni'keifnz/ noun U [5] the
transmission and reception of data
signals using a communications
network and appropriate protocols

data integrity / deitor in'tegrati/ noun U
[17) a measure of how resistant a
system is to causing corruption in data
while it is being stored or transferred

data mart /‘deita ma:t/ noun C[3]a
storage system that archives large
amounts of data in a way that makes it
easy to access

data mining /‘deita maimnin/ noun U [3]
a process of analysing a large amount
of stored data to find new useful
information

data stream /‘deita strizm/ noun C[9)]
the flow of data

data warehouse / dcita ‘weahaos/ noun
C[3) a computing centre that provides
a large collection of data gathered
from different sources for data mining

database (program) /‘deitabeirs/ noun C
[1,3,5,8,15,17,19,20,21,22,23,24] a
type of applications program used for
storing information so that it can be
easily searched and sorted

data-delivery system / deita di'livari

am/ noun C[12] a system for
transmitting data from one computer
to another

data-link layer /‘deito link leia(r)/ noun
C[11] the part of a network
communications system that
supervises the transmission. It
confirms the checksum then addresses
and duplicates the packets. This layer
keeps a copy of each packet until it
receives confirmation from the next
point along the route that the packet
has arrived undamaged.

date /deit/ noun U [6] a Unix and MS-
DOS command for displaying the
current date

DDR /di: di: a:/ adj[2] abbreviation for
double data rate. A type of memory
that transfers data on both the up and
down cycles of the control signal,
making it faster than earlier types of
memory

debug / di:'bag/ verb [21]to find and fix
faults in a program or system

DEC VAX /‘dek vieks/ noun U [6] a range
of computers produced by the Digital
Equipment Corporation using their Vax
range of processors

decipher /di'saifa(r)/ verb [18]to
change coded information into normal
text
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decision table /di'si3n tetbl/ noun C
[21) a type of grid used in computer
program design to show what actions
should be taken by the program under
different conditions

decision tree /di'sizn tri/ noun C[3]an
Al technique used in data mining that
separates data into subsets then
further divides the subsets into smaller
subsets until the subsets are small
enough to allow the mining process to
find interesting patterns and
relationships within the data

decode / di:'kaod/ verb [9] to decide
what a program instruction means

decompress / dikom'pres/ verb [9]to
remove the compressi . to expand
toits original size

decrypt / di:'kript/ verb [11,18] to
recover the original text from an >
encrypted message

defacing /di'feisi/ noun U [18] a
computer crime that involves changing
the information shown on another
person’s website without permission

default /dr'folt, -£:1t/ noun C[10] an
initial setting that can be changed by
the user

denial of service attack /di naial ov

1s 2,tek/ noun C[18] a type of
‘computer crime that involves
swamping a server with large numbers
of requests

desktop /'desktop/ noun C[3,5,6,7,9] the
main graphical user interface
background screen that displays icons
for other programs

desktop (PC)/(computer) /'deskiop/
noun C[1,2,3,5,6,13,22] a personal
computer that is designed to be used
on an office desk

desktop application / desktop
Leplr'keifn/ noun C [22] a computer
program designed to be used on a
desktop computer

desktop organiser / desktop
‘a:ganaiza(r)/ noun C[1) a small
‘computer providing a variety of tools
for organising work, e.g. a calendar, to
do list, diary, address list, calculator,
etc.

development life cycle /di velapmant
‘larf saikl/ noun C [S] the phases a
software product goes through from
when it is first thought of until it
becomes obsolete. This typically
includes: requirements analysis,
design construction, testing
(validation), installation, operation,
maintenance and retirement.

DHTML / diz entf tiz em ‘el/ noun U [22]
abbreviation for dynamic hypertext
markup language. A development of
HTML that allows the creation of more

dynamic and user-interactive web
pages.

dial-up networking / dail Ap
‘netwa:kim/ noun U[12,17]a
communications system that allows
computers to connect together using a
telephone line

differential backup / difa renfl ‘backap/
noun C[19,25) a type of backup that
copies all the selected files on a
system that have been changed since
the last time a full backup was carried
out

digital /'didsital/ adj [9,16,18,23] an
electronic system that has only two
states, e.g. off or on

digital camera / didsital ‘kamora/ noun
€[1,3,5,13,23] an input device for
taking pictures. It has an electronic
lens and uses electronics for storing
the images rather than chemical film.

digital cash / didsital ‘kie[/ noun U [19]
electronic currency that is stored on
electronically sensitive cards or exists
in cyberspace and is used for making
electronic purchases over the Internet

digital certificate / didsital sa'tfikat/
noun C [18] an electronic message
used to show a transaction is
trustworthy. It contains information
about the company processing the
transaction including their public key
and is electronically ‘signed’ by a
trusted digital-certificate issuer.

digital subscriber line / didsital
sab'skraiba lan/ noun U [16] a
broadband communications system
that allows digital signals to be
transferred across an ordinary
analogue telephone line

digitise /' didsitars/ verb [16] to convert
an analogue wave into a digital pulse

directory /da'rektari, di-, dai-/ noun C
(6] a storage area used for grouping
files so that they can be easily located.
A directory is sometimes called a
folder.

disk /disk/ noun C[6,17,19] a flat circular
storage device

disk array /disk 're1/ noun C[19]a
linked collection of storage devices
that work together to act like a much
larger disk

disk drive /'disk drarv/ noun C[6,17)a
storage device for reading from and
writing to disks

divider /di'vaida(r)/ noun C[10]a
vertical bar that divides a Windows
Explorer window into two parts. One
part shows the drive folders and the
other part shows the filenames of the
files in the selected folder.

DNS /di: en ‘es/ noun C[13]
abbreviation for domain name system

domain name /da'mein neim/ noun C
[15,20] an identifier used on the
Internet in place of the numerical
Internet address. It identifies the host,
the type and the country code, e.g.
holyrood.ed.ac.uk

domain name server /da'mein neim
sa:va(r)/ noun C[13] a network server
computer used for operating and
controlling the domain name system

domain name system /d>'mein neim
_sistam/ noun C [13] a system of
associating the name of a device on a
network such as the Internet with its
numerical address so that the name
can be used by the user and the
numerical address can be used by the
network system

dot-matrix printer ‘dot ‘meitrix
printa(r)/ noun C[8] a printer that
prints by hammering pins onto an
inked ribbon

double click /,dabl 'klik/ verb [7]to
press and release the left-hand button
on a mouse two times in rapid
succession

download /daon’laod/ verb [1,8,12,13,
15,16,17,20,23,25] to copy a file from
aserver to a client computer in a
network

download /‘daonlaod/ noun C(13,16,23)
a process of copying a file from a
server to a client computer in a
network

downstream /‘daonstrizm/ noun U[16]
the signal path for receiving
communications from a server to a
client computer in a network

drag and drop / drieg on ‘drop/ verb
[7,10,21] to move data from one
location to another with a mouse.
Holding down the mouse button while
moving the mouse moves the selected
data. Releasing the mouse button
drops the data in the new location.

drive array /draiv 2,rei/ noun C[17)a
set of hard disks that are used in a
RAID system

driver /drava(r)/ noun C[15,17) a
systems program that controls a
peripheral device

DSL /,di: es ‘el/ noun U[16] abbreviation

for dngltal subscriber line

DTP /di: ti: 'piz/ noun U [8] abbreviation

for desklop publishing. A process of
designing documents for publishing
using a computer system.

duplex /'dju:pleks’ adj [16] able to
transfer data in both directions, i.e. can
send and receive data

DVD (-ROM) / di: vi: diz/ noun C[2,9]
abbreviation for digital versatile disk
read only memory. An optical disk
storage device that can hold a large
amount of video data.
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DVD -/+RW / diz vi: diz 'mamas 3t plas
a: “dabljuz/ noun C 2] abbreviation
for digital versatile disk +/- re-writable.
Atype of optical disk that uses either
the - or + standard for reading and
writing data

EAN / iz e1 ‘en/ noun U [3] abbreviation
for European Article Number system.
The European price and item codes
commonly used in barcode systems

earphone /'iafaon/ noun C [24] sound
output device that fits into the ear of
the user

earth /3:0/ noun U [12] a common name
for an electrical ground point or zero
voltage point

ebook /'i:buk/ noun C[25] common
name for an electronic book

ebook reader /'i:bok rida(r)/ noun C
[25] common name for an electronic
book reader

e-business /'i:biznis/ noun U [14]
common term for electronic business,
i.e. business that is carried out using
the Internet

e-cash /'izkz[/ noun U [24]) common
name for electronic cash

ECC memory / i ‘memori/ noun U

i
(2] abbreviation for error code
correcting memory. A type of memory
often used in server computers that
automatically fixes simple memory
errors without requiring the rebooting
of the computer.

e-commerce /'i: koma:s/ noun U
[8,14,22,23] the business of buying
and selling goods and services on the
Internet

editor /‘edita(r)/ noun C[5,25]a
computer program for making changes
to text in computer programs or data

edutainment / cdjo'temmant/ noun U (1]
a system that has both educational
and entertainment value

electronic (book) reader /clek tronik
‘rizda(r)/ noun C [18,25] a computing
device that displays the text and
images of an electronic book

electronic book /clck, tronik ‘bok/ noun
C[25]a book that is displayed using a
computing device instead of being
printed on paper

electronic cash/money /clek tronik
‘keef, 'mani/ noun U [24] data that
represents real money that is stored
and transferred on computing devices
connected to the Internet in e-
commerce systems.

electronic publisher /clek tronik
‘pablifa(r)/ noun C [25] an
organisation that produces ebooks

electronic virtual assistant /clek tronik
a:tfual o'sistant/ noun C [23] a
computer program represented by an
animated screen image that is used to
help the user perform particular tasks
such as searching the Internet for
useful data

email /'izmeil/ noun C[1,5,7,8,12,13,14,
15,16,17,18,20,23,24] the common
name for an electronic mail message,
i.e. a text message sent electronically
using a computer

email /‘izmeil/ verb [1,23]to send an
email message

email address /‘izmeil 9 dres/ noun C
(12,18] the unique address code used
to contact someone using electronic
mail

email attachment /‘i:meil 2, taztfmant/
noun C[1,15,19] a file that is attached
to an email message

email program /‘izmeil pravgrem/
noun C[13] a computer program used
for reading and sending email

email service /'izmeil s3:vis/ noun C[20]
an Internet service that allows user to
send and receive emails

encapsulation /cn keepsjoleifn/ noun U
[21] a key feature of object-oriented
programming that bundles data and
program instructions into modules
called objects

encode /.en'kaud/ verb [9,11,14,18] to
write information in a coded form

encoder /.en'kaoda(r)/ noun C[9]a
computer program that converts WAV
files into MP3 files or vice versa

encrypt / en’kript/ verb [11,18,19] to
transform data into coded form to
make it secure

encryption /.en’krip{n/ noun U
[18,20,23,24] the transformation of
data into coded form to make it secure

Enter (key) /'enta(r)/ noun C[10,13]
another name for the RETURN key on a
computer keyboard. Pressing the
ENTER key inserts the data into the
memory of the computer.

enterprise resource planning tool
/entapraiz r1,zo:s ‘plaenm tuzl/ noun
C[8]a type of computer program for
planning and organising business
functions in an enterprise. It can help
companies manage everything from
sales and marketing to human
resources.

EPOS till /'izpos til/ noun C [3] acronym
for electronic point-of-sale till. A
computerised cash register that edits
records in sales and stock control
databases.

e-publishing /'i: pablifim/ noun U [25]
the production of ebooks

ERP /,i: a: 'piz/ noun U [22] abbreviation
for enterprise resource planning

e-solution /'i: 53 luz[n/ noun C[22]
common term for electronic solutions,
i.e. ways of solving a problem or
providing a service using the Internet

Ethernet /'i:0anet/ noun U [2,12]a
widely-used local area network
standard that broadcasts packets of
data that are addressed to particular
devices on the network. Each device on
the network reads the address and
passes it on to the correct device.

(Microsoft) Exchange /iks tfemnds/ noun
U([7,22] a Microsoft Windows program
that includes an email program, a
calendar task list and address list

exe program / cks'i: pravgram/ noun C
[18] an MS-DOS executable program
that has an .exe filename extension. It
can use more than 64 kilobytes of
memory and can be located anywhere
in the memory.

executable /,cksi'kjuztabl/ adj [21]
containing instructions that can be run
or executed by the processor

execute /'cksikju:t/ verb [6,18,21]to
perform a computer operation by
processing a program instruction

expansion card /ik'spenfn ka:d/ noun C
[1,10] an electronic circuit board used
for adding facilities to a computer

expansion slot /ik'spn[n siot/ noun C
[2] a long thin connector that is used
for adding additional electronics in the
form of expansion cards

expert system /‘ckspa:t sistam/ noun C
[1]an artificial intelligence program
that collects and uses human expertise
to allow non-experts to solve
specialised problems

extensible /ik'stensabl/ adj [14] able to
be added to, e.g. in an extensible
language a developer can add their
own terms

extensible markup language
/ik stensabl ‘mazk ap lengwidy/
noun U([14,16,21] a metalanguage that
allows developers to create their own
set of customised tags that identify the
meaning and structure of data. It is
used for creating files that are
program-independent, platform-
independent and able to be used with
different languages.

FAQ /,ef 1 'kjuz/ noun C [14,17) acronym
used on websites for frequently-asked
question

fault tolerance /'folt. ‘f:It tolorons/
noun U [17] a computer’s ability to
recover from hardware errors.





image4.jpeg
fetch /fetf/ verb [21]to go and get the
next instruction or piece of data from
memory

Fibre Channel /'faiba ‘tfnl/ noun U [19]
a high speed interconnection standard
used in storage area networks

fibre-optics cable /'faiba 'pptiks 'keibl/
noun C[19] a type of plastic or glass
connector that enables signals to be
carried using laser light

field /fi:ld/ noun C[13] a section of a
database where an item of data is stored

file /fail/ noun C[5,6,12,15,18,19,22,
23,24] a computer program or data
stored on a storage device

file server /'fail s3:va(r)/ noun C
[8,11,17,22] a main computer that
provides a storage area for data files
on a network

file transfer protocol / fail treensfas:
‘prautokol/ noun U [12] an Internet
service that allows users to transfer
files from one computer to another

file virus /'fail vairas/ noun C[18]a
virus that attaches itself to a program
file

filestore /'failsto:(r)/ noun C[5)a
collection of computer files stored
centrally on a network server

firewall /'fatowa:l/ noun € [19,20]a
combination of hardware and software
used to control the data going into and
out of a network. It is used to prevent
unauthorised access to the network by
hackers.

flag /Meg/ verb [2]to mark in a way that
indicates that a particular condition
has occurred

flash drive /'flef draiv/ noun C 4] an
electronic memory storage device that
plugs into a computer and acts like a

se / flet fail ‘dertabers/
noun C[3] a simple database in which
all the data is stored in one table
which is not related to any other table

floppy (disk) /'Iopi/ noun C [4] a
magnetic storage device in the form of
a small plastic disk. Also known as a
diskette.

floppy (disk) drive /'flopi drarv/ noun C
[4,10] a common magnetic storage
device that reads and writes data on a
floppy disk. Also known as a diskette
drive,

flowchart /'flaotfazt/ noun € [21] a kind
of diagram used by programmers to
show the logical steps in a program or
by systems analysts to show logical
steps in the design of a system

folder /'faulda(r)/ noun C[7,13) see
directory

FORTRAN /'fa:tren/ noun U [21,22]
acronym for Formula Translator. A high-
level computing language that was

designed by scientists in 1954 and is
oriented toward manipulating formulas
for scientific, mathematical and
engineering problem-solving
applications.

forward /'forwad/ verb [13]to pass on
without changing the content, e.g. a
received email can be passed on to or
forwarded to another address

frame /fremm/ noun C [14] a section of a
webpage that acts as an independent
browser window. Clicking on a link in
one frame can cause a webpage to be
displayed in another frame, e.g. a
menu in one frame can provide links to
webpages that are displayed in
another frame.

Free Software Foundation / fri: softwea
faon'deifn/ noun U [6] an organisation
that is dedicated to producing software
that can be used by anyone who wants
to use it at no cost. It depends on the
voluntary effort of a large number of
programmers throughout the world
creating and improving programs and
making their work freely available to
others.

free up /friz ‘Ap/ verb [5)to make space
available, e.g. by deleting files on a
hard disk

freeware /'frizwea(r)/ noun U [15]
computer programs that are made
available to anyone who wants to use
them at no cost to the user

frequency band /'frizkwansi band/ noun
C[23]a set of frequencies that are
used together to provide a path for the
transmission of signals

frequency display /'frizkwansi di sple/
noun C[9] an electronic device for
showing the frequency of a signal

frequency hopping /'frizkwansi  hopi/
noun U [23] a process of changing
frequencies within a fixed bandwidth
during a transmission so that other
transmissions can use the same
bandwidth at the same time without
interfering with each other

FSB / ef es bi:/ noun C[2] abbreviation
for front-side bus. The set of
connectors on a motherboard that
carry data signals between the
processor and memory

i "piz/ noun U [12,20]

iation for file transfer protocol

full backup /fol ‘bakap/ noun C[19]a
type of backup that copies all the
selected files on a system whether or
not they have been edited or backed
up before

full-duplex /'fol djuzpleks’ adj [11,23]
able to transfer data in both directions.
simultaneously, i.e. data can be
transmitted and received at the same
time

futurologist /,fjuztf'roladsist/ noun C
[24] a person who studies and predicts
what technology will be like and what
effects it will have in the future

games console /'geimz konsaol/ noun
C[23]an electronic device used for
playing computer games

gateway /'gertwer/ noun C[11,12,13,
15,18) an interface that enables
dissimilar networks to communicate
such as two LANs based on different
topologies or network operating
systems

Gb/GB /'gigabait/ noun € [2,9,11]
abbreviation for a gigabyte

geek /gizk/ noun C[20] although it was
originally a derogatory term used for
an expert lacking in social skills, it is
now used in computing to mean a
dedicated expert

general packet radio service / dsenral
pekit ‘reidiav s3:vis/ noun U[16]a
GSM data transmission technique that
transmits and receives data in packets

general-purpose language / dsenral
paipas 'lengwids/ noun € [21]a
computer language that can be used to
write different types of programs

get listed /get “listid/ verb [15]to
register the Web address of a website
on an Internet search engine

GHz /'gigahazts/ noun C [2,23]
abbreviation for gigahertz

GIF /d5i ar ef/ noun U [13] acronym for
graphics interchange format. A way of
storing images in a compressed form.

gigabit /'gigabit/ noun C[23] a unit of
storage capacity equal to 1073 741
824 bits.

gigabyte /'gigabat/ noun C (2] a unit of
storage capacity equal to 1 073 741
824 bytes

gigahertz /'gigoha:ts/ noun C [3]a unit
of frequency equal to one thousand
million hertz (cycles every second)

global positioning system / glaobl
pa‘zifniy sistam/ noun C[16]a
system that determines the user’s
location by comparing radio signals
from several satellites

Gnome /ga'naum/ noun U [6] a project to
build a complete user-friendly Unix-like
desktop system based entirely on free
software. It is part of the GNU project
and part of the OpenSource movement.

GNU /ga'nuz/ noun U [6] a freely
distributed portable Unix compatible
software system

Google /gu;gl/ noun U[13,20] the name
of a popular website that provides a
keyword search engine to enable user
to search for relevant websites





