[image: ]


[image: ]



[image: ]


image1.jpeg
Glossary

of computing terms and abbreviations

(Microsoft) Access /‘wkses/ noun U[5]a
database program developed by the
Microsoft Corporation

access point /'kses point / noun C[16]a
wireless network device that connects a
wireless network to a wired network

account />'kaont/ noun C[12,13,14,20] a
registration for a user of a network
system. It is used for controlling
access to the system.

active window /cktiv windao/ noun C
(7] the window in a WIMP system that
is currently being used. It is usually on
top of any other open windows.

actuator /'xktfoeita/ noun C[23]a
mechanism that converts signals into
mechanical movements

address bus />'dres bas/ noun C[2] the
set of conductors that carry the
memory address signals between
different parts of a computer system

ADSL /1 di: es ‘el/ noun U[16,23]
abbreviation for asymmetric digital
subscriber line. A form of DSL that has
a different bandwidth for the upstream
and the downstream.

Al /e1 "av/ noun U [3,23,24] abbreviation
for artificial intelligence

of precise rules or instructions for

solving a problem

Alt (key) /lt. 'olt kiz/ noun C[7] the
alternative key on a computer
keyboard that changes the function of
the other keys when it is held down

ALT text caption / lt. plt ‘tekst
kaepfn/ noun C [14] text displayed in a
webpage as an alternative to a graphic
when the facility for displaying graphics
is not available or is switched off

AltaVista / @1ta'vista/ noun U [13] the
name of a well-known search engine
website

analogue signal /'wnalbg signal/ noun
C[11,16] a type of signal that can take
any value between a maximum and a
minimum

analyst programmer /‘noalist
_praograma(r)/ noun C[22] a person
whose job is a combination of systems
analysis and computer programming

anorak /‘enarak/ noun C[20] a slang.
term for an eccentric socially inept
person with little or no fashion sense
and having an obsessive interest in a
hobby or subject

ANSI /ei en si: ai / noun U [19] acronym
for American National Standards
Institute. An organisation that
approves US standards for computing
and communications

antenna /@n’tena/ noun C [23] American
term for an aerial, i.e. a device that
enables signals to be detected and
transmitted in air

anti-static /enti ‘stetk/ adj (12]
prevents the build up of static
electricity

anti-virus (program or software) / nti
‘vairas/ noun C/U [12,19,20] a
computer program or set of programs
used to detect, identify and remove
viruses from a computer system

Apple /zpl/ noun U [25] the common
name for Apple Computer
Incorporated, a well-known producer of
computers that introduced the WIMP
interface on computers such as the
Apple Macintosh

Apple Macintosh /epl ‘makimtof/ noun
C[6,25] a family of personal computers
produced by Apple Computer Inc.

applet /‘wplat/ noun C [23] a very small
self-contained computer program

application /xpli'keifn/ noun C[3,5,6,
18,21,22,25] see applications program

application layer / @pli'kerfn leia(r)/
noun C [11] the only part of a network
communications process that a user
sees. It prepares a message for
sending over a network by converting
the message from human-readable
form into bits and attaching a header
identifying the sending and receiving
computers.

application port / pli'kerfn pa:t/ noun
C[12]a path available for a particular
type of application data to enter or
leave a network system

application service provider / xpli keifn
‘saivis pra,vaida(r)/ noun C[8] a
company that makes applications
programs available over the Internet
usually charging a fee for access to
programs

applications (program or software)
/ zplr'ke1fnz/ noun C/U[6,8,22] a
computer program designed to be
used for a particular purpose, e.g. a
wordprocessor spreadsheet or
database program

applications programmer | wpli‘kerfnz
_pravgrema(r)/ noun C[22] a person
who writes applications programs
using a computer language

architecture /‘a:kitekifa(r)/ noun C[5]
the general specification of a system

archive bit /‘a:kaiv bit/ noun C[19]a
digital bit stored with a file indicating if
the file has been backed up since it
was last edited

artificial intelligence / a:tififl
m’telidzons/ noun U [3,21,23,24] an
area of computing concerned with
developing computer programs that
perform tasks that can normally only
be done using human intelligence

ASCII /zeski/ noun U [11,18) acronym for
American Standard Code for
Information Interchange. A standard
character encoding scheme.

ASP /e1 es 'piz/ noun C[8,22]
abbreviation for application service
provider

assembly language />'sembli
leengwids/ noun C [21] a low-level
computer language that uses
mnemonics rather than only numbers
making it easier than machine code for
humans to read and write

asymmetric / eisi'metrik/ adj [16,23]
having a different signal bandwidth in
each direction, i.e. the bandwidth for
sending is different from the
bandwidth for receiving

asynchronous /'e1,sinkronas/ adj [11,12]
not synchronised, i.e. occurring at
irregular intervals

AT&T /1 tiz an 'ti/ noun U (6]
abbreviation for American Telephone
and Telegraph Company. One of the
world’s largest IT suppliers.

ATI (Technologies) / ¢1 ti: ‘ai/ noun U
[17] the name of a well known
company that produces computer
graphics cards

ATM/ 1 tiz ‘em/ noun C[2,3,16] common
abbreviation for automatic teller machine.
The type of machine used by banks for
enabling customers to withdraw money
from their bank accounts.

ATM /1 ti: ‘em/ noun C[19] abbreviation
for asynchronous transfer mode. A
method of transferring fixed size data
packets across a network. It is suitable
for transferring video, audio and
computer data

authentication />: fenti'ker[n/ noun U
(18] a process that checks the identity
of a user or an object

avatar /‘evatax(r)/ noun C[23]a
graphical icon that represents a real
person in a cyberspace system

B channel /'bi: tfnal/ noun C [16] the
common name for a bearer channel in
an ISDN system

back up /biek ‘ap/ verb [5,19]to store a
copy of data on a storage device to
keep it safe
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backbone /‘bxkbaon/ noun C[11,15]
the main transmission path handling
the major data traffic connecting
different LANs together

backend /‘backend/ noun C [14] the
server part of a client-server
configuration that provides a service
on a network at the request of a client

backup /'bakap/ noun C
[11,17,19,20,24,25] the process of
storing a copy of data on a storage
device to keep it safe / the term used
for the copied data

bandwidth /'bandwidd/ noun C
(8,13,16,20,23,24] the range of
frequencies that can be transmitted
over a communications channel

barcode /'ba:kaud/ noun C[2,3,10,23]a
sequence of vertical parallel lines used
to give items a unique identification
number

barcode reader /'bazkaud rizda(r)/
noun C[10] an optical input device that
uses the reflection of a light beam to
read barcode labels

BASIC /'berstk/ noun U [22,25] acronym
for Beginners' All-purpose Symbolic
Instruction Code

batch mode /'baet| moud/ noun U [13]a
process in which all the data is
collected and processed together in a
batch rather than one at a time as they
become available

BBC micro /,bi: bi: si: ‘'maikrav/ noun C
[25] the name of one of the first
microcomputers produced in the
United Kingdom and used in schools.
Its development was sponsored by the
British Broadcasting Corporation.

bearer channel /'beara (fenal/ noun C
[16] the common name for the part of
an ISDN line that carries the data

Beginners’ All-purpose Symbolic
Instruction Code /bi gmaz a1 pazpas
sim,bolik m'strakfn kaod/ noun U
[21] a simple high-level computer
language often used for teaching
program

B-frame /'bi: freim/ noun C[9] the
common name for a bi-directional
frame in an MPEG compressed file

bi-directional frame /bar da,rek fanl,
di-, dai- 'fremm/ noun C [9) a type of
image frame used in MPEG
compression. It is situated between |
and P frames and stores the
differences in the image compared
with the | or P frame both before and
after it.

binary /‘bamari/ noun U [5,9] a number
system that only uses two digits, i.e. 1
and 0

biometric device / barametrik di'vas/
noun C[16,19] a security device that

measures some aspect of a living.
being, e.g. a fingerprint reader or an
eye scanner

BIOS /'bains/ noun C [15] acronym for
Basic Input Output System. A part of
the operating system stored on a ROM
chip that controls the input and output
of data to peripherals

biotechnology /,baiavtek noladsi/ noun
U [24] the industrial application of
biological science techniques

bit /bit/ noun € [2,9,11,12,13,18,23] a
small unit of storage capacity. One of
the eight binary digits that make up a
byte. The term comes from an
abbreviation of binary digit.

bitmap compression /'bitmap
kam prefn/ noun C[9] a way of
reducing the size of a stored image
where different digital bits or
collections of bits are used to describe
each element of an image

(data) block /blok/ noun C[11,17]a
collection of data stored together and
treated as a single unit

Bluetooth /'blu:tu:0/ noun U [23,24] the
name of a high-speed microwave
wireless network system developed by
a group of companies consisting of
Ericsson, IBM, Intel, Nokia and Toshiba.
It is used with portable equipment.

bookmark /‘bukmazk/ verb [13] to store
a link to a webpage to make it easier
to find in the future

boot /bu:t/ verb [5]to copy a part of the
operating system into memory to allow
a computer to start up

boot sector virus /bu:t sekta ‘vairas/
noun C[18] a self-replicating program
that stores itself in the part of a disk
containing the programs used to start
up a computer

bot /'bot/ noun C[23] from the word
robot. A computer program that runs
automatically. Bots are often used for
searching for information on the
Internet

bracketing /'brickatin/ verb [11] to set
the boundaries of a message or part of
amessage by marking its beginning
and its end with special control bits

bridge /brids/ noun C[11,15] a hardware
and software combination used to
connect the same type of networks or
to partition a large network into two
smaller ones

broadband /'bra:dbend/ adj [8,16,23]
able to carry signals transmitted over a
wide range of frequencies

broadcast /'bro:dka:st/ verb [16,19] to
transmit signals that can be picked up
by a large number of receivers

browse /bravz/ verb [14,16] to move
from webpage to webpage using a Web
browser program

(Web) browser /‘bravza(r)/ noun C
(7,9,13,14,17,20,21] a program used
for laying webpages

BT /biz 'ti/ noun U [24] abbreviation for
British Telecom. The organisation that
provides the telephone system in Great
Britain.

buffering /‘bafarm/ noun U[13]a
process of temporarily storing data
from a fast source so that it can be fed
at a steady rate to a slower system

bug /bag/ noun C[6,20) a fault in a
system

bulletin board /‘bolatin bo:d/ noun C
[15,16) an electronic noticeboard
system that enables users to display
messages for other users to read

bus /bas/ noun C[2,5] a set of
conductors that carry signals between
different parts of a computer

byte /bait/ noun C(2,9,11,17,18,25] a
unit of storage capacity. A byte is made
up of eight bits and stores one
character, i.e. a letter, a number, a
space or a punctuation mark.

€ /siz/ noun U [21,22] a general purpose
computer programming language that
was originally designed for writing
Unix systems programs

draiv/ noun C[10] the first

a personal computer

C++ /si: plas 'plas/ noun U [5,21,22] an
object-oriented superset of the C
programming language commonly
used for writing applications programs
for the Microsoft Windows operating
system

cache /ka[/ verb [2]to temporarily store
frequently-used data in fast memory so
that it can be accessed more quickly

cache /ka[/ noun C[2,13] fast memory
used to temporarily store frequently-
used data to allow it to be accessed
more quickly

cache coherency /ki] kau'hiaransi/
noun U [2] a system that ensures that
any changes written to main memory
are reflected within the cache and vice
versa

cache controller /'kic| kan travla(r)/
noun C [2] the set of electronic logic
circuits that control the operation of
cache memory

cache hit /kef ‘hit/ noun C[2] the
process of successfully finding the
required data stored in cache memory

callback system /‘ka:lback sistom/ noun
C[19,20] a system that automatically
disconnects a telephone line after
receiving a call and then dials the
telephone number of the system that
made the call to reconnect the line. It
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is used in remote access systems to
make sure that connections can only
be made from permitted telephone
numbers.

cathode ray tube / ka0aod rer ‘tju:b
noun C[16] a display device that uses
an electron gun to fire a beam of
electrons at a phosphor-coated screen

CCNA /si: siz en 'et/ noun U [22]
abbreviation for Cisco Certified
Network Associate. A starting level
networking qualification offered by
Cisco, a major network equipment
vendor.

CD (-ROM) (disk) /siz 'diz/ noun C
[1,2,8,9,12,22,25] abbreviation for
compact disk read only memory. A read
only storage device in the form of a
disk that is read using laser light.

CD-ROM drive / si: diz ‘rom draiv/ noun,
C[9,11] a storage device for reading
CD-ROM disks

cellphone /'selfaon/ noun C [23] the
common name for a cellular phone

cellular network /'scljalo netws:k/ noun
C[16] a radio communications systems
that divides a region into cells so that
each region becomes a network with
every point connected to a local
transmitter within the cell

cellular phone / seljolo ‘faon/ noun C
(23] a cellular telephone. A mobile
telephone that communicates with a
local transmitter located within a small
geographic area called a cell.

central processing unit / sentral
‘pravsesin juznit/ noun C [6] the
electronic processor at the centre of a
computer. The term is sometimes used
to refer to the combination of the
processor and the main memory.

channel /'tfenal/ noun C[16,23] a path
for the transmission of data

chat room /'tfeet ruzm/ noun C[12,23]a
virtual space on a website where on-
line discussions organised around
specific interests are held in real-time
by users typing text messages

check data /‘tfek deita/ noun U [17]
information written to disks in a RAID
system which is used to restore data if
one of the array drives fail

checksum /‘tfeksam/ noun C[11]a
calculated value that is stored with
data to detect any errors that may
occur when the data is copied or
transmitted

chip /tfip/ noun C[1,2,5,19,23,24]
ccommon name for a microchip. An
electronic integrated circuit in a small
package.

Cisco skau/ noun U [22] the name of a
company that makes networking
system hardware such as that used to
operate the Internet

class /kla:s/ noun C[21] the term used
for a collection of objects in object
oriented programming

cleanse /klenz/ verb [3]a term used in
data mining meaning to remove
duplicate information and erroneous
data

(left) click /klik/ verb [1,7,13,14,15] to
press and release the (left-hand)
button on a mouse

client /'klatant/ noun C[6,11,15,16,18] a
network computer used for accessing a
service on a server

client-server application / klaiant

or wpli keifn/ noun C 6] a
program that is accessed from a client
computer but most of the processing is
carried out on a server computer

clipart /'klipa:t/ noun U [1,15]
professionally-prepared graphical
images stored on a computer system

Clipboard /'klipbo:d/ noun U (7] the
name used in Microsoft Windows for
the section of memory that temporarily
stores data while it is being copied and
pasted

clock /klok/ noun C[2] the set of
electronic circuits used to control the
timing of signals and synchronise
different parts of a computer system

cluster /'klasta(r)/ noun C[3]a term
used in data mining meaning a group
of data that has similar features or is
based on a limited data range

clustering /'klastarin/ noun U [3]a
method used in data mining that
divides data into groups based on
similar features or limited data ranges

CMC /siz em st/ noun C[12]
abbreviation for computer mediated
communication, i.e. the transfer of
messages using a computer system

CNE /,si: en 'iz/ noun U [22] abbreviation
for Certified Novell Engineer. A
qualification aimed at people
interested in installing and planning
the rollout of Novell based networks.

coax(ial) (cable) /'kavks/ noun C[16] a
type of shielded cable for carrying
signals. It is often used with radio
frequency and video signals.

COBOL /'kavbol/ noun U [5,21,22,25]
acronym for Common Business-
Oriented Language

code /kaud/ noun U [16,18,21,22] a
piece of program text written in a
programming language

code /kaud/ verb [21,23] to write the
text of a program or part of a program
using a computer language

codec /'kaodek/ noun C [16] abbreviation
for coder/decoder. A program used for
converting sound and video signals for
use in a computer

COM program /'kom  praogram/ noun
C[18]a DOS program with a .com
filename extension that loads and runs
in 64 kilobytes o less of memory

command interpreter /ko'ma:nd
m, ta:prita(r)/ noun C [6] the part of an
operating system that processes
commands that are part of a program
or are input using a keyboard

Commodore 64 / komada: siksti ‘fa:(r)/
noun U [8] the model name of one of
the first popular personal computers to
be made available in the United
Kingdom. It had a very good graphics
system and was particularly suited to
running computer games programs.

Common Business-Oriented Language
/komon biznis zrientid ‘lengwids/
noun U [21] a high-level computer
programming language. It is the
principal transaction processing
language used to process the records
of large organisations on mainframe
computers.

compatible /kom'pztobl/ adj (6,14] able
to operate on the same type of system
or run the same software

compile /kom'pail/ verb [6,22] to
convert a program written in a high-
level language into machine code
using a compiler

compiler /kam'paila(r)/ noun C[5] a
program that converts the whole of a
program into machine code before the
program is used

compress /kam'pres/ verb [11]to reduce
to a much smaller size

compression (scheme) /kam'pre[n/ noun
C[9,11] the process used for reducing
afile to a much smaller size

computer /kam'pju:ta(r)/ noun C
[1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,15,17,
20,22,23,24,25] a general purpose
machine that can be programmed to
process data in a variety of ways

computer consultant /kom pju:ta
kan saltant/ noun C[22,25] a person
who is paid to advise on computing
system issues

computer engineer /kom'pju:tor
ends1,nia(r)/ noun C[17,22] a person
who designs and develops computer
systems

computer lab /kam'pju:ta leb/ noun C
[19] a room full of computers used for
study

computer language /kom pju:ta
Jengwids/ noun C[22] a language
used for writing computer programs

computer operator /kam'pju:tar
ppareita(r)/ noun C [18] a person
whose job it is to operate part of a
computer system





